
 

 

 

 

Leisure and Community policies 

Draft of February 11, 2022 

OVLC1 Local Services and Community Facilities 

OVLC2/3 Village Shop and Community Hub 

 

Introduction/ purpose  

The parish has a spread of facilities for leisure, entertainment and tourism. Use 

is very variable, mainly due to a lack of a core village centre and lack of 

connectivity of the location of these facilities.  

Plans for the Shopwyke Lakes development include schools, community halls, 

retail space and medical care. The master plan for AL3 (Drayton Water) is likely 

to include a similar range of facilities. Connectivity of these developments with 

the rest of the parish including cycle ways and footpaths is covered in the 

policies of Getting About. GAOV1 

Our policies for community and leisure will therefore be focussed on enhancing, 

adapting and adding to the facilities in and around the village of Oving itself 

with the core objective of creating a new community hub. 

OVLC1 Local Services and Community Facilities 

A. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the following community facilities, as 

shown on the Policies Map: 

i. Oving Village Hall 

ii. Gribble Inn pub 

iii. Flip out centre 

iv. High quality tourist accommodation in Oving Lodge and Madam Green 

          Farm  

v. Community Garden and Telephone Kiosk Book swap . 

vi. St Andrew’s Church and Burial Ground. 

vii. Woodhorn football ground 

viii. Recreation ground 

ix. St Giles Church, Merston  

 
See Appendix OVLC1for a brief description of these facilities and their 



 

 

 

 

community value 

 
B. Development proposals which would affect the use of these community 

facilities will be determined against the provisions of Policy 38 (Local and 

Community facilities) and Policy 54 (Open Space, Sport and Recreation) of the 

CLP or successor policies.  

C. Proposals to change the use of part of a community facility that is surplus to 

requirements to provide a village shop or community hub will be supported 

where they will support the overall viability and importance of the community 

facility concerned. 

 

D. The comprehensive masterplan for any strategic allocation within the Parish 

to the east of Chichester will be expected to demonstrate that the masterplan 

layout locates the required social infrastructure including a local 

shop/café/community hub in such a way to ensure that the existing settlement of 

Oving and the hamlets can access that infrastructure safely and securely.    

Supporting text 
 

The policy supplements and refines existing development plan policies on 

community, open space, sport or recreation facilities and by seeking to ensure 

that the long-term potential value of land or buildings in community use is not 

lost without good reason. Given the small nature of the village, the loss of any 

of these facilities would be significantly detrimental, so even though a specific 

type of community use may no longer be viable. The policy supports the 

opportunity to repurpose a building to provide a local shop or community hub.   

In addition to existing development plan policies which protect these facilities 

and encourages new or extended facilities, the policy also allows for a partial 

change of use of a facility, if this is intended to help secure its longer-term 

viability. This may be an important way of putting to use space that is no longer 

needed, but which can make a financial contribution to sustaining the facility. 

However, such changes must be shown not to undermine the community 

functions of the use.  

The Use Class Order of September 2020 now deems such uses as these as either 

Class F2 (‘Local Community Uses’) or in the case of St Andrew’s and St Giles 

Churches as Class F1 (‘Learning and non-residential Institutions’). The Gribble 



 

 

 

 

Inn is now deemed ‘sui generis’ (i.e. not included in any class of uses).  

Collectively, these facilities are cherished by the community and offer a 

valuable and vital resource to support community life, and therefore warrant the 

protection of policies.  

The policy also takes the opportunity to make sure the social infrastructure of 

the nearby strategic allocation is located and connected to the village in such a 

way to ensure it benefits from that infrastructure.  

Note to SG 

The SG should prepare a description of each facility and its community value as 

set out on page 9 of the Scoping Session note and include the information in a 

report to be included in an appendix to the ONP 

 

OVLC2/3 Village shop and Community Hub 

A. Proposals for the development of a village shop and community hub to serve 

the parish will be supported, provided: 

i. The land is within or adjoins the observed boundary of Oving village; 

ii. The scheme meets the specification agreed by the local planning authority 

and Parish Council for the facility, comprising a building and ancillary outdoor 

operational space;  

iii. The scheme has full regard to sustaining and enhancing the significance of 

any designated heritage assets and their setting; 

iv. A safe and convenient form of highway access is provided 

vi. Safe pedestrian and cycle access is made to serve the scheme; 

vii. The landscape scheme improves the effectiveness of any existing mature 

vegetation on the site boundaries to screen the scheme from the open 

countryside and protect the amenity of neighbouring properties. 

This policy provides for the development of a village shop and community hub. 



 

 

 

 

There is more than one potential location that may be suited to this use, and 

hence a criteria-based approach has been adopted.  
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